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1 . GOVERNMENT PUBLISHED BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS OE JAN. 20 FEATURES 
FRONT-PAGE EDITORIAL CRITICAL OF US-UK ABSTENTION ON SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION CONDEMMING RHODESIA. VERBATIUM TEXT AS EOLLOWS: 

2. QTE. THAT ANGLO-AMERICAN VOTE. OF COURSE THAT BRITISH AND 
AMERICAN UN SECURITY COUNCIL ABSTENTION FROM RESOLUTION 403 (1977) 
CONDEMMING RHODESIAN AGRESSION AGAINST BOTSWANA COULD NOT BE GREETED 
WITH A SMILE BUT WITH A FROWN BY BOTSWANA'S EXTERNAL AFEAIRS MIN- 
ISTER ARCHIBOLD MMOGWE. 

3. QTE. THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN BASTENTION OR SYMPTHAY WITH THE 
RACIST RHODESIAN REGIME FROM THE RESOLUTION COULD NOT SURPRISE 
ISTORIANS AND CURRENT AFFAIRS EXPERTS. 
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4. QTE: IT DID NOT COME AS A SURPRISE AS ALL THAT BECASUE THE BRITISH 
AND THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS HAVE TENDENCIES OF SYMPATHIZING WITH 
THE MINORITYIES. IN VIETNAM TNEY SYMPATHISED WITH A SMALL 
CLIQUE TOTALLY REJECTED BY THE MAJORITY OE THE VIETNAMESE. IN CHINA 
THEY SYMPATHISED WITH CHINA KEI SHEK LEADING THE TAIWANG PROVICE 
MINORITY AND IGNORED ONE QUARTER OF THE WORLD POPULATION - 
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CHINESE. IN CAMBODIA THEY SYMPATHISED WITH LON NOL LEADING THE 
MINORITY. AND THEREFORE IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT THEY SHOW 
SYMPATHY WITH IAN SMITH LEADING WHITE REACIST MINORITY WITHOUT 
SAYING SO IN EXPLICIT TERMS. 

5. QTE: EVEN MINISTER MOGWE PROBABALY DID NOT EXPECT THESE POWERS 

TO GREET THE RESOLUTION WITH A "HURRAH." HE WAS ONLY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
THE OUTCOME OF THE DEBATES AS HE OBSERVED IN HIS OPENING SPEECH. 

"THE PEOPLE OF BOTSWANA HAVE BEEN GREATLY SHAKEN BY THE RECENT 
INCIDENTS ALONG WITH BORDER WITH SOUTHERN RHODESIA. I HOPE THE 
DECISION OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE SUCH AS TO STRENTHEN THEIR FAITH 
IN THE UNITED NATIONS." 

6. QTE: THE TWO SUPER POWERS USED THE RICHARD MISSION AS THEIR REASON 
TO ABSTAIN. OUR SUBMISSION IS THAT TWHAT THEY CONSIDERED THE PH- 
ENOMENON WAS NOT THE ESSENCE. THE RICHARD MISSION HAS ITS OWN MERIT 
AND DID NOT MATTER SO MUCH AT THE TIME. WHAT MATTERED MOST WAS THE 
POINT AT ISSUE - THE QUESTION OF RHODESAIN AGRESSION AGAINST BOTSWANA 
AND WHAT WS TO BE DONE FOR BOTSWANA IN RELATION TO THIS. 

7. TAKEN AT FACE VALUE THE RICHARD MISSION EXCUSE SOUNDED LOGICAL 
BUT IT WAS TOTALLY IRRELEVANT ISSUE. OUR MAIN WORRY AS AT PRESENT IS 
NOT THE EXCUSE GIVEN BUT THE ABSTENTION WHICH BY ALL STANDARDS OF 
RESONING IS AN 

EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY WITH THE RACIST REGIME IN RHODESIA. 

8. QTE: THIS REACIONARY ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF THE TWO POWERS 
HAVE, HOWEVER TAUGHT US A FEW HARD LESSONS AND WILL CERTAINLY 
RESHAPE BOTSWANA'S THINKING ABOUT BRITAIN AND THE US. 
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9. FOR THESE POWERS, WHO PURPORT TO HELP THE CAUSE OF LIBERATION BY 
PEACEFUL MEANS AND THROUGH DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE AN OPPORTUNITY PAR 
EXCELLENCE HAS BEEN OFFERED. MR. MOGWE HIMSELF HOPED AS A RESULT OF 
THE ABSTENTION, THE RICHARD MISSION WOULD SUCCEED "FOR IF FAILED, THE 
PEOPLE OF BOTSWANA WOULD NEVER FORGE THE DECISION OF THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS TO SUBORDINATE BOTSWANA'S INTERESTS TO THE RICHARD 
MISSION." AND HE WAS DEAD RIGHT. YES THAT ANGLO-AMERICAN VOTE 

WAS NOT ALL THAT ENTERTAINING. UNQTE. 

10. NOET: EDITORIAL HAS BEEN REPRODUCED AS WRITTEN, INCLUDING 
SPELLING ERRORS. 

NORALDND 
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